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of the following persons: M. le Due d'Orleans, M. le Due, the
Due du Maine, the Comte de Toulouse, Voysin the Chancellor,
myself—since I must name myself,—Marechal de Villeroy,
Marechal d'Harcourt, Marechal de Besons, the late Bishop of
'Troyes, and Torcy, with a right to vote; with La Vrilli&re,
who kept the register, and Pontchartrain,both without the right
to vote.
I have already alluded to the presence of Lord Stair at this
time in our Court, as ambassador from England. By means of
intrigues he had succeeded in ingratiating himself into the
favour of the Regent, and in convincing him that the interests
of France and England were identical. One of the reasons—
the main one—which he brought forward to show this, was
that King George was an usurper; and that if anything hap-
pened to our King, M. le Due d'Orleans would become, in
mounting the throne of France, an usurper also, the King of
'Spain being the real heir to the French monarchy; that, in
consequence of this, France and England ought to march to-
gether, protect each other; France assisting England against
the Pretender, and England assisting France, if need be, against
the King of Spain. M. le Due d'Orldans had too much pene-
tration not to see this snare; but, marvellous as it may seem,
the crookedness of this policy, and not the desire of reigning,
seduced him. I am quite prepared, if ever these memoirs see
the day, to find that this statement will be laughed at; that it
will throw discredit on others, and cause me to be regarded as
•a great ass, if I think to make my readers believe it; or for an
idiot, if I have believed it myself. Nevertheless, such is the
pure truth, to which I sacrifice all, in despite of what my
readers may think of me. However incredible it may be, it
is, as I say, the exact verity; and I do not hesita/te to advance,
that there are many such facts, unknown to history, which
would much surprise if known; and which are unknown, only
because scarcely any history has been written at first hand.
Stair wished, above all, to hinder the Regent from giving
.any assistance to the Pretender, and to prevent him passing
through th,e realm in order to reach a seaport. Now the Re-

